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Proposal Name Green Renewable Energy Investment 

Recipient General Council 42 

Originating Body Kootenay Presbytery 

Proposed Action That the 42nd General Council: 

Instruct the United Church of Canada Treasury and The United Church of Canada 
Foundation to take active steps to use assets made available by divesting from fossil fuel 
companies to invest in green renewable energy co-operatives. 

Background Canada and the world must immediately transition to a green renewable energy system 
to avert climate catastrophe and live into the abundant life of which Jesus spoke. Selling 
fossil fuel-based assets to morally bankrupt fossil fuel companies is an important step 
toward this transition. Another important step toward the transition to abundant life is 
investing in green renewable energy cooperatives.  

The co-operative model of ownership stands as an anti-dote to harmful forms of greedy 
capitalism and economic disparity, which the Bible denounces more frequently than any 
other social concern. 

Investment can take the form of member-ownership, bonds, and others. At present 
Ontario and Nova Scotia offer the best opportunities for investing in green renewable 
energy cooperatives. SolarShare and ZooShare, both based in Ontario, are green energy 
bonds that are available for purchase to any individual or business (including churches) 
registered in Ontario. The United Church of Canada would be eligible to participate in 
these cooperatives by virtue of being based in Ontario. 

Green renewable energy can include solar, wind, biomass, tidal, wave, hydro, and other 
forms. Some forms of renewable energy are not environmentally or socially benign. 
Investing in companies designated as “renewable energy companies”, therefore, does 
not ensure an improvement over alternate forms of investment. Renewable energy co-
operatives in Canada tend to conform to the highest environmental and social standards 
available, so investing in co-operatively owned energy projects is the preferred way to 
ensure renewable energy projects are also environmentally beneficial. 

The United Church of Canada's A New Creed espouses living with respect in creation, 
seeking justice, and resisting evil, following the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Christ. It has declared climate justice a priority and has spoken 
prophetically in the face of the failures to address climate chaos and economic injustice. 
The United Church of Canada now has an unprecedented opportunity to facilitate the 
transition to lower impact sources of energy in ways that support social justice. Investing 
in green renewable energy cooperatives is consistent with its faith statements and, 
furthermore, imperative in light of the theology and ecological theology expressed in A 
New Creed. 

Financial 
Implications 

Depends on rates of return of current investments and proposed reinvestments (the 
proposal could be financially advantageous or disadvantageous). 




